
   
 

 

 
 

 

Postdoctoral Research position in gut metagenomics and phage 
dynamics in Inflammatory Bowel Disease 
 
Job Description  

A founded 3-year postdoctoral position is open at the “Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique » 

INRA, in collaboration with the “Centre de Recherche Saint-Antoine”, Sorbonne University, in Paris, 

France. 

The successful candidate will work at the interface between the fundamental and clinical research on 

the characterisation of the virome dynamics associated with faecal, mucosal and blood samples of IBD 

patients.  

Applicants should hold a Ph.D. degree or equivalent in a related subject and have experience in 

microbial biology and bioinformatics.    

 

More About The Position 

Viruses that infect bacteria, or bacteriophages, are an important but often overlooked part of the human 

gut microbiota. As bacterial predators, bacteriophages are suspected to play a crucial role in regulating 

the abundance of the bacterial populations of the intestinal microbiota, associated with many intestinal 

and non-intestinal pathologies. In addition, recent results suggest that bacteriophages might also 

directly interact with the immune system. In chronic Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD), recent studies 

have shown that bacteriophages are more numerous and / or different in patients than in healthy 

controls. Despite these first results showing the importance of bacteriophages in the intestinal 

environment, few studies have yet characterised the dynamics of these populations in the context of 

the physiopathology of IBD. This position will benefit from an interdisciplinary working environment 

spanning from the gastroenterology expertise recruiting one of the largest cohort of characterised IBD 

patients in France, to state of the art facilities and tools for the study of phage biology and 

metagenomics. The successful applicant will be based on two sites within the Paris area: the Centre 

de Recherche Saint Antoine/Sorbonne University in Paris with L. De Sordi, for the experimental part, 

and in the Centre INRA of Jouy-en-Josas with M.A. Petit, for the bioinformatics analyses. 

 

Expected Start Date: June 2020 

 

Contacts 

To apply and for more information: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Luisa De Sordi 

Sorbonne University 

CRSA UMRS_938 

27, rue de Chaligny 

75012 Paris 

luisa.de_sordi@sorbonne-universite.fr 
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